Efforts to save
Leopards by
Cinnamon Hotels

and Resort
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roject Leopard, launched

by Cinnamon Hotels &

‘Resorts three vears ago
to assist local dairy farmers’
livelihoods whilst preserving
the leopard, saw the comple-
tion of its 50th project recent-

Iy

The original idea - the sim-
ple methodology of providing
steel pens to cattle farmers -
conceived by late. Dr: Ravi
Samarasinghe. was adopted
by Cinnamon Nature Trails
and expanded with the sup-
port of the John Keells
Foundation, in order to pro-
tect young cattle from leop-
ards that live outside the
periphery of Yala National
Park. In return, the project
gave the farmers who strive

d to make a pittance from
their herds, the courage to
restrain from reacting to the
occasional leopard attacks —
thereby protecting one of Sri
Lanka’s most endangered
species.

“It’s a win-win situation.
This project is such a unigque
effort that brings relief to a
segment of society that strives
hard to make ends meet. On
the other hand, through
Project Leopard, we unite our
guests, safari partners and
our staff with villagers and
together help protect Yala’'s
star attraction - its Leopards”
said Mx: ChitralJayatilake,
Head of Eco Tourism and
Special Projects of Cinnamon
Hotels & Resorts.

The 50th pen was given out
to Lionel living off Kirinda,

Sector Head for Sri Lanka &
Maldives Resorts on the 19th
of August 2014. Also in atten-
dance were M
DileepMudadeniyva, Head of
Brand Marketing for
Cinnamon Hotels & Resorts,
M. Roshan de Silva, General
Manager of Cinnamon Wild
Yala, along with Chitral.
Together, they handed over
the 50thpen to the farmer and
later hosted themost recent
twelve recipients for refresh-
ments at the resort.

Speaking at the occasion,
Mr Senanayakeaverred that
the next step to the project
would be to empower all cattle
pen recipients with entrepre-
neurship skills through a
series of workshops.
“Cinnamon Hotels & Resorts
believes in showcasingour
stewardship towards the envi-
ronment and its species that
draws so much attention to

this amazing island. Project
Leopard helps us achieve both
in a simple but efficient man-
ner by engaging in livelihood
assistance and conservation at
the grass root levels. We hope
to complete distributing 65
pens by the end of this vear
which will help save more
leopards while we address the
basic needs to uplift the lives
of dairy farmers in the neigh-
bourhood.™

Also present at the momen-
tous occasion was young
Sanjiv Fernando, who spent a
month at Yalainterning with
Cinnamon Nature Trials on
this project last year. Upon his
return to his University in
USA, he applied for an inter-
university grant based on sus-
tainable projects and Project
Leopard was placed first
among hundred applicants,
thus winning the ‘Davis
Project for Peace Award’.
Sanjiv returned to Sri Lanka
with this funding and together
with Cinnamon Nature Trails
team at Yala, began distribut-
ing more pens to needy farm-
ers.Over the years, project
leopard has been also funded
by the John Keells
Foundation, Jonathan &
Angela Scott and Jon
Maccormack of USA, Paul
Goldstein of UK and Land
Rover in Sri Lanka.Visitors to
Cinnamon Wild Yala can also
participate by visiting a dairy
farm with the naturalist team
based at the hotel and con-
tributing towards more pens
which are needed by farmers
in the vicinity.

Sri Lanka is gathering
momentum as a unigue
nature based destination and
in this context, Cinnamon
Hotels & Resorts are keen to
position the destination as
being among the top five
wildlife travel locations in the
world. The keystone species
that are powering the island
in this journey are the Sri
Lankan Elephant, Leopard,
Sloth Bear, Blue Whale and
Sperm Whale. As such,
Cinnamon Hotels & Resorts
are presently conducting
extensive research on leop-
ards at Yala and elephants
based around the annual gath-
ering of Minneriyva. Blue
whale ID’'s are being devel-
oped by Cinnamon Nature
Trails naturalists while the
team’s passion on marine
mammais has helped ID 66
Blue whales to-date.
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